
	

	

	
	
“Education	is	not	the	learning	of	facts	but	the	training	
of	the	mind	to	think.”	-Albert	Einstein	

	

Dear	Loker	Community,	

Happy	New	Year!	I	hope	that	everyone’s	2017	is	off	to	a	terrific	beginning!	It	has	been	a	great	
first	two	weeks	back	at	Loker	and	the	faculty	and	I	feel	energized	to	work	with	your	children	in	
providing	a	balanced	academic,	social	and	emotional	education.	

I	am	pleased	to	inform	you	about	a	new	school-wide	project	that	will	occur	at	Loker	the	week	of	
February	6th.	Bren	Bataclan,	the	artist	who	painted	the	murals	in	the	cafeteria	and	gymnasium,	
will	be	returning	as	an	Artist	in	Residence	that	week.	In	the	spirit	of	our	values	of	respect	for	
human	differences	and	cultural	proficiency,	the	purpose	of	this	project	will	be	for	each	classroom	
to	determine	a	leader	in	the	world	that	they	admire	with	an	emphasis	on	cultural	and	racial	
diversity.	To	align	it	with	Loker,	each	classroom	will	reflect	on	how	these	leaders	demonstrate	
aspects	of	our	core	values,	PRIDE.	At	this	week’s	School	Meeting,	we	discussed	the	components	
of	leadership	and	what	it	means	to	be	a	leader.	Bren	will	then	work	with	the	students	in	each	
individual	classroom	and	together	they	will	paint	that	leader	either	inside	the	classroom	or	in	the	
hallway	outside	of	the	classroom.	I	want	to	express	my	gratitude	to	the	PTO’s	Cultural	
Enrichment	Committee	for	their	wonderful	support	of	this	important	initiative.	For	more	
information	on	Bren’s	work,	please	see	http://www.bataclan.com/	

I	am	also	writing	to	inform	you	that	our	next	ALICE	school	security	drill	will	occur	on	the	morning	
of	Friday,	January	20th.	For	families	that	are	new	to	Loker,	I	want	to	provide	a	comprehensive	
overview	of	what	this	protocol	entails.	For	returning	families,	the	following	will	provide	a	review	
of	what	was	put	into	place	last	year	and	will	be	continued	this	year.		The	Loker	faculty	has	been	
repeatedly	trained	in	the	protocol	and	this	will	be	our	second	student	drill	with	the	procedure	
with	our	previous	drill	occurring	during	the	2015-16	school	year.	ALICE	is	an	acronym	for	Alert,	
Lockdown,	Inform,	Counter	and	Evacuate.	In	breaking	down	ALICE,	‘alert’	represents	the	
importance	of	communication	when	a	crisis	situation	does	occur.	If	an	intruder	is	in	the	building,	
communicating	that	we	are	in	a	dangerous	situation	to	other	staff	members	will	be	essential	
whether	that	is	through	the	intercom,	walkie-talkies	or	through	a	“Group	Me”	staff	text	message.	
A	‘lockdown’	means	that	all	interior	school	doors	are	locked.	At	this	point,	doors	should	also	be	
barricaded	by	file	cabinets,	tables	and	other	large	materials	to	further	protect	all	individuals	in	a	
specific	room	from	an	intruder.	‘Inform’	signifies	a	continuation	of	the	alert.	Within	this,	the	goal	
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is	to	provide	real-time	information	regarding	the	location	and	description	of	the	intruder	so	that	
staff	members	can	make	effective,	“common	sense”	decisions	on	how	to	respond	and	evacuate	
the	building	safely.	‘Counter’	is	a	last-ditch	and	worst	case	scenario	and	occurs	if	you	are	in	the	
same	room	as	the	intruder.	This	component	instructs	members	of	the	school	community	to	
create	a	distraction	such	as	throwing	items	at	the	intruder	or	making	rapid	movements	to	create	
confusion	so	that	more	people	can	escape	the	situation	safely.	The	final	and	most	important	step	
of	ALICE	is	to	‘Evacuate’	or	leave	the	school	building.		

In	collaboration	with	the	Wayland	Police	Department,	Loker	School	has	identified	three	
designated	evacuation	locations	off	campus	where	students	will	evacuate	to	and	be	greeted	by	
emergency	personnel	in	the	event	of	an	intruder.	In	order	to	protect	the	confidentiality	of	the	
evacuation	locations	(which	the	staff	is	fully	aware	but	students	do	not	know),	the	ALICE	student	
drill	will	only	have	the	students	evacuate	to	the	perimeter	of	the	school	campus.	Fortunately,	at	
Loker	School,	all	twelve	classrooms	have	direct	exit	doors	to	the	playground	or	front	parking	lot	
which	should	ensure	a	smooth	evacuation	to	the	designated	evacuation	locations	that	have	been	
established.		

Next	week,	Laurel	Pirelli	and	I	will	speak	with	each	grade	level	separately	to	discuss	the	
components	of	the	upcoming	ALICE	student	drill.	To	begin,	we	will	let	all	of	the	children	know	
that	the	website,	safewise.com,	ranked	Wayland	as	the	#1	safest	community	in	Massachusetts	
and	#2	in	the	United	States	in	2016	and	that	because	of	the	increased	security,	schools	
historically	are	the	safest	places	to	be	in	communities.	(http://www.safewise.com/safest-cities-
america)	While	each	presentation	will	be	done	differently	depending	on	the	developmental	level	
of	the	students,	the	common,	targeted	vocabulary	that	we	will	utilize	will	be	ALICE	(an	alert	that	
it	is	time	to	lockdown	and	then	evacuate	the	building),	intruder	(an	individual	who	enters	the	
building	and	puts	our	safety	at	risk),	lockdown	(barricading	and	locking	the	classroom	door	and	
moving	the	children	to	a	safe	place	away	from	the	door),	evacuation	(teachers	decide	that	
children	will	exit	and	move	quickly	away	from	the	building	and	drill	(exercises	that	we	do	to	
practice	to	make	sure	that	we	are	prepared	just	like	fire	drills	and	bus	evacuation	drills).	In	the	
end,	our	ultimate	goal	is	for	an	ALICE	drill	to	feel	just	like	a	fire	drill.	During	the	drill,	there	will	not	
be	an	“acting	intruder”	in	the	building	but	the	students	will	hear	over	the	intercom	that	there	is	
an	intruder	at	a	specified	location	in	the	building	and	that	an	ALICE	drill	should	now	commence.	
In	this	practice,	while	wanting	this	drill	to	be	as	authentic	as	possible,	we	will	ensure	that	the	
students	know	that	this	is	just	a	drill	and	not	an	actual	emergency.	Between	now	and	next	Friday,	
classroom	teachers,	Ms.	Pirelli,	and	I	will	watch	the	children	closely	and	speak	to	students	
individually	as	needed	and/or	lead	whole	class	Open	Circle	lessons	to	address	any	concerns.	The	
classroom	teachers	have	also	been	given	a	social	story	that	reviews	the	terminology	to	utilize	
with	their	students	as	needed	to	supplement	the	grade	level	presentations.		

If	you	have	any	questions	or	comments	about	the	student	ALICE	drill,	the	school’s	security	
protocol	or	any	other	aspect	of	Loker	School,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	at	(508)	358-
8603	or	Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us.	For	more	information	on	the	ALICE	security	protocol,	
please	visit	http://www.alicetraining.com/	

Sincerely,	

Brian	
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Health	Room	News-	January	2017	
	

																																																																	 	
	
	
If	your	student	is	ill,	has	a	new	medical	problem	or	is	coming	to	school	with	an	injury,	please	let	me	
know.		If	you	email	the	teacher	or	office	you	could	cc	me	as	well.		It	is	helpful	so	as	a	team	we	can	best	
take	care	of	your	child	while	they	are	in	our	care.	
	
I	am	seeing	a	lot	of	chapped	lips	and	dry,	cracking	hands.		Please	consider	sending	your	child	with	a	
Chapstick	(labeled)	or	lotion	for	their	hands.		They	could	keep	this	in	their	backpack	or	cubby	in	the	
classroom.		This	weather	is	so	hard	on	exposed	skin.			
	
Also	remember…	FREQUENT	HANDWASHING	is	critical	to	stop	the	spread	of	illness.	It	really	does	make	a	
difference!	
		
Lice	Information:		

• Please	continue	to	check	your	student’s	head	as	part	of	their	daily	hygiene	for	possible	head	lice.	
• Early	detection	is	key	to	prevent	additional	cases.	
• Please	review	the	resources	listed	for	additional	information:	

• http://www.headlice.org/		
• http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/index.html		

	
Please	reach	out	with	any	concerns	or	questions.		Happy	New	Year!	

Jennifer	McLeod	
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.m.us	
508-358-8614	
	 	



SECTION	3:	

NEWS	FROM	OUR	SPECIALISTS:	

Art	room	news:	
 
Students in grade five have started a clay sculpture that 
encompasses three clay building techniques: the hand-built, coil and 
slab. They will use these three techniques in their sculpture that 
depicts a scene from a book they have read.  

	
Grade four students are beginning a unit on American Art with the current 
project focusing on Harlem Renaissance artist Romare Bearden. This artist 
was strongly influenced by the robust arts community in Harlem in the 1920s 
and specifically by Jazz. Students will be exploring material use in their 
creation of a mixed media collage of an area/interest. 

 
Third grade students are looking at the work of 
American artist Henry Ossawa Tanner. 

Specifically, The Banjo Player was viewed in class and students 
observed the age difference in the figures in the painting and that the 
older man was teaching the young boy how to play the instrument.  

 

 

Grades one and two just finished looking at the The Scream by Edvard 
Munch and Starry Night  by Vincent Van Gogh. The conversation around 
these two expressive paintings was followed with a project that is displayed 
in the main hallway and can be viewed on Artsonia.com or the Loker Art 
webpage. 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten artists made and glazed pinch pots in December 
and just started working with paper in three dimensions.  

 
 

 
	  



 
 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 
 

Grade 1: 
Students are continuing to use block programming to code with Code.org 
using Code Studio 1 and Hour of Code puzzles within Code.org. They continue 
to develop their critical thinking skills when coding their movements and 
have learned how to create repeats or loops!  
 

Grade 2 
As part of our digital citizenship curriculum with Common Sense Education, this month students are 
working on recognizing how websites sell things and techniques they use to get us to buy online.  At 
the end of this unit students will create 
their own product and create their version 
of a website to sell their product with ideas 
we learned from the websites we visited 
such as Crayola and Mattel. 

Grade 3:  
Students have been revisiting the keyboarding program All The Right Type to learn the home row 
finger placements and start to develop good keyboarding skills.  We will be taking a benchmark test 
at the end of the month to check in on their accuracy and WPM 
(words per minute). 
 

Grade 4:  
All The Right Type is also a focus on for 4th grade students.  They have been practicing for their 
benchmark check in on their accuracy and WPM at the end of the month. 
 

Grade 5:  
Students are working on a Digital Citizenship lesson from Common Sense 
Education. They are creating digital superheroes that have exemplary 
attributes and solve digital dilemmas in a responsible way.  They will 
recognize and incorporate issues such as cyber bullying, password protection, 
plagiarism and private information into their creations. 
 

 
 
	 	



	
LOKER	SCHOOL	MUSIC:	
 
Kindergarten - Kindergarteners have been working very hard on their keeping the beat.  We use rhythm 
sticks to tap along to a variety of songs by our composer of the month, Mozart!  
 
1st Grade - First graders really loved making their own Rhythm Pies and creating their own rhythmic 
patterns to share with the class!  They are also learning basic xylophone playing technique to accompany 
their songs.  
 
2nd Grade - Second graders are working hard on singing and learning new rhythms.  They have also 
learned some folk dances to accompany their songs- one of their favorites was Bow Wow Wow  
 
3rd Grade - Third graders have continued to work on their note reading and rhythm in preparation for 
strings and recorders.  They really enjoy learning about our composer of the month, Mozart!  
 
4th Grade - Fourth graders are working hard on playing a variety of rhythmic patterns in multiple parts on 
drums.  We have been singing and playing a lot of sixteenth note patterns and they are doing a great job! 
 
5th Grade - Fifth graders are learning about solfege and how to successfully sing in parts and rounds in 
preparation for the Fifth Grade Play!  They are doing a wonderful job!  
  
Chorus – The Loker Chorus is gearing up for Wayland Sings, the district-wide choral concert, on March 
8th.  We are starting new materials and working very hard on singing harmonies! 
 
3rd Grade Strings – 3rd Grade Strings is preparing for String Jamboree, the district-wide strings concert, 
on February 13th.  They just learned how to use their bows and are practicing so hard!    
 
4/5 th Grade Orchestra: The Loker 4th and 5th graders are busy preparing for their next concert, the 
String Jamboree!  This performance, featuring all string players in grades 3-12, will take place 
on February 13th at the High School Field House.  Each grade will play a selection, and we will end with a 
combined grand finale.  It's such an exciting event! 
Our music is getting more and more advanced as the year progresses.  Whether your child is excelling or 
needs more support, private lessons are the best way to supplement our group work and really fine tune 
technique and instrument skills.  For more information on our lesson program, click here. 
Thanks for all you do to support your strong player! 
Ms. Tandon 

Band: 
Save the Date!   
Band students will be performing at the BANDFEST concert on Thursday, February 16th at the High 
School Fieldhouse. 
 
We hope to see you all there!  

	 	



 

 
 

            

KINDERGARTEN 
Kindergarten students continue to explore the Library and strengthen Library skills.   We are 
moving from Picture Books to Non-Fiction Books and in some cases early chapter books!  Some of 
the topics we covered this month include Snow and Gingerbread People.  
 
FIRST GRADE 
First Grade students continue to work on determining the difference between Fiction and Non-
fiction with this month’s theme Hibernation!   We also worked on comparing and contrasting by 
reading different versions of The Gingerbread Man. 
 
SECOND GRADE 
Second Grade students continue to work on story elements.  We also discussed what the Caldecott 
award i and predicted books that may win this prestigious award this month!  
    

                         

 
 

	

	

	

Second Grade 
Students display 
their finds from our 
Caldecott Award 
Scavenger Hunt.   



 
THIRD GRADE 
Third graders continue to review Reference Sources.   This month we explored the Atlas. 
 
FOURTH GRADE 
Fourth grade scholars have completed their story boards for their Book Trailers!  We are moving on 
to the technology piece of this assignment and hope to have our “premiere” soon.   
 

 

AUTHOR VISIT 
We are pleased to welcome author Jacqueline Davies as this year's Author in Residence. Ms. Davies 
will be visiting Loker on Monday, February 6th.   Best known for the popular middle grade Lemonade 
Wars series, Ms. Davies has also written several picture books for younger readers.  Thank you to 
our wonderful PTO for providing this opportunity.   

                           

Autographed copies of her books are available for pre-sale.   Forms are available in the Library and 
on the Library website.   Please visit the Library website for more information.  

Thank you to all of our Library volunteers!   Best wishes for a Happy New Year! 

LIBRARY NOTICES 
Beginning next week, Library notices will be sent to homes via e-mail.  This will help save paper and 
make sure materials are returned in a timely manner.  If at any point you feel you have received a 
notice in error please contact me atsusan_allen@wayland.k12.ma.us.  Thank you! 

Ms. Allen 
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FIFTH GRADE 
Loker Library Leaders continue to use 
Library class to strengthen research 
skills.  These skills support their 
classroom project on Explorers 
Pajama Day is a great day to snuggle up 
with a good book!	
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I hope that everyone had a fantastic winter break and enjoyed their holiday!   
 
We are currently in our basketball unit.  Each grade is working on age appropriate skills 
associated with the use of basketballs.   
 
Kindergarten and 1st Grades 
- We have been having a blast with warm-ups, especially with Super Hero Fitness 
Tag!  After warm-ups, we have focused a lot of our time on the skill of dribbling.  Using 
mini basketballs, students have had a lot of practice dribbling in place and while traveling 
around the gymnasium.  We will be practicing short passes and students will also have a 
chance to work on their shooting skills.   
 
2nd and 3rd graders  
- We have dedicated a lot of our time practicing our dribbling skills.  Students are working 
on looking down the court as they dribble, and are practicing using both right and left 
hands.  We have also practiced basic passing skills, and have played small dribbling and 
passing games.   
 
4th and 5th graders 
- Fourth and fifth grade students have reviewed dribbling and passing skills.  We have run 
small group drills to practice technique.  Offense vs Defense has been a major focus point 
in our early classes.  All students have had the opportunity to play both positions, in 
various activities.   
 
- As we continue with our basketball unit, classes will be practicing a number of dribbling, 
passing, and shooting activities.  
 
** During the winter months, I understand that many students will be wearing boots to 
school.  Packing sneakers to the gymnasium during PE days is incredibly important to 
ensuring that your child remains safe when participating in activities.  Boots are not 
acceptable.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Mr. O'Connor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

		

	

	

	



	
SECTION	4:	
	
	

From	the	Loker	Guidance	
Nook:	
	
	
The New Year has brought with it some well 
rested and eager students as we transition into 
the deep winter months here at 
Loker!  Classroom guidance lessons have continued to focus on self-regulation 
strategies that each student may employ in order to manage all of the many 
feelings we face throughout the day.  Children have shared a variety of personal 
stories and tools they have used in order to navigate the day's demands both 
socially and academically.  They have been learning as much from one another 
during these classroom lessons as they have from me!   

 
In the fifth grade, we have begun discussing the obvious and hidden rules 
associated with using technology.  Additionally, we have addressed some of the 
social pitfalls one could encounter inadvertently through the use of technology that 
affect friendships and relationships.  Some key information around ways in which to 
navigate group texting conversations as well as the various dilemmas that may be 
introduced around this practice have been discussed.  During these conversations, 
I have learned as much about various technological tools as they have about 
working through the social dynamics the uses of devices present! 
 
As always, should any parents have questions or concerns related to classroom 
lessons or the particular needs of your student, I welcome your 
conversations.  Happy Winter to everyone! 
 
 
 
Laurel Miller Pirelli, MS, CAGS 
School Psychologist and Counselor 
Loker Elementary School 
Wayland, MA 
508.358.8612 
 
 


